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States. Excerpt: . . . 8 Education and Technology: Future Visions These perceptions exist in public discourse and
This issue of diminishing value is even more a the popular press and are causing many people to problem for
the high school graduates who do not question the mission of schools today. go on to college. There is
widespread concern that Workshop participants agreed that the protec-many high school graduates do not
possess the tive, custodial function is oKen the most central of academic and entry-level occupational skills nec-
the various demands placed on schools. Today, essary to succeed in the changing U. S. work-26 with most
parents holding jobs outside the home, place. schools are the places children go while their par-Schools are
also responsible for transmitting ents work. But as crime and violence have in-the social and cultural values of
society, the cus-creased, infiltrating the schools in many toms and rational myths that define the commu-27
communities, confidence in the schools ability to nity. Today this is increasingly diBicult, with so provide quality
care has dropped. As one work-many diBerent views of what our culture is, has shop participant said, Theyre
not safe enough, been, or should be. As Robert Kozma observed, and if you put in more metal detectors, thats
not The culture is becoming fractionated and so going to help it. And if students get to school and schools are
going to be fractionated. Theres less there is no social fabric within the school itself, the...
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