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guide to ancient Rome. Marcia Williams adapts her trademark comic-book style from literature to history here
as Dormeo leads readers 7 to 12 from the temperamental gods and goddesses of Mount Olympus to the wolf-
raised twins Romulus and Remus, from the birth of the Roman Republic to the death of Julius Caesar. Along
the way are glimpses of life as a Roman citizen as well as a look at some of Rome's best and worst emperors, in
Williams's blend of detail-packed drawings, accurate captions, and hilarious wise-cracks from the characters
involved."Dormeo the dormouse guides readers through the history of Rome, from its creation to its fall in 410
BCE. Each page receives a neoclassical border, with the page's topic heading in the pediment, a descriptive
paragraph in the frieze, and the body of the comic-strip narrative inside the erstwhile building. These busy
cartoons range from minuscule to full-page and always invite close inspection. Crammed within, readers will
find miniature charts, tiny maps, overhead diagrams of outdoor areas, lessons on daily life, and plenty of
modern snark. It's an unusual conceit pulled off quite wellby employing Dormeo as a humorous narrator,
Williams is able to present atrocities imposed upon the lower classes of Roman people without overwhelming
readers."Booklist 40.
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