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Maps of Every Cou For centuries there have been legends of
prehistoric communication between America and the Eastern
hemisphere, which research has not been able to verify nor quite
to overturn. It is not until near the close of the tenth century that
we find a positive record of voyages to this continent. An
Icelandic sea-rover of that date, driven out of his course by
storms, reached Greenland, which must then have enjoyed a far
more genial climate than it has now; and his report of the
country led other Norsemen to visit it, and to plant settlements,
whence expeditions coasted along the shores of New England,
giving the name of Vinland to the country about Narragansett
Bay, and probably reaching even the Bay of New York. These
voyages, however, had no...
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