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mary responsibility for addressing that. This third option is using the governments purchasing power aligned
with the purchasing power of those in the private sector to ensure that we put our ef-forts behind these
innovative and transformational opportunities. We are doing this in four areas: First, the physician self-referral
exception and the anti-kickback safe harbor. Our priority here is to take urgent action and to make sure that
what we do is clear and narrow, that we are linking the exceptions and the safe harbors to proven technologies
that have direct benefit to consumers. Secondly is the actions of the OIice of Personnel Management. This
week, the OIice of Personnel Management published its car-rier letter instructing health plans about what
needs to be done to access Federal Employees Health Benefits Programs. This call let-ter included health IT
capabilities, and it included how health plans are expanding their support for health IT and what the busi-ness
plans are that they are pursuing for accelerating health IT adoption in the market areas they serve. We are also
pushing this through pay for performance in the 646 and 649 demos that you know so well. Also, we are
continuing the beta testing of vista oIice electronic health records ( EHR ). We do see a limited role for this
supporting the safety net. It has substan-tial testing underway and eIorts to make sure that it conforms with
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (...
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