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grew in a crevice at 12,400 feet. Above this was a granite
cirque, quite bare to the eye save for a scattering buttercup or
two and a little dry sedge of the preceding summer, where the
disintegrated rock permitted and the ledge focused the sun.
Two thirds of the way up the cirque, a fine view of mountain-
peaks began to be opened. Reading them from left to right,
they were Mt. King, Genevra, Thunder Mountain, Table
Mountain, and Milestone, --a view very agreeable after honest
toil, and, like approaching spring or other nice things in their
beginning, which the imagination of each will readily suggest,
perhaps as dear in retrospect as the more complete and
always longed-for fulfillment. The snow, across which
devastating summer winds had blown, was pitted as a human
face by smallpox; elsewhere we saw it eroded into little waves,
like a...
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