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Regular Budget Arrears, 1998 and Prior Periods Dollars in millions Percent Member state Arrears of total United
States 316 75. 7 Withheld for legislative and policy reasons ( 162 ) a Undisputed amount ( 154 ) Brazil 31 7. 4 All
others 71 16. 9 Total 417 100. 0 Note: Dollar amounts reflect payments received by the United Nations through
December 31, 1998; these amounts may not add due to rounding. a Undisputed amount includes 100 million
withheld from fiscal year 1999 funds pending certification of a 2. 533 billion U. N. biennium budget plus 54
million that would be paid under the proposed arrears payment plan. Source: Compiled by GAO from U. N. and
Department of State financial data. Since the early 1980s, the United States has declined to pay a portion of its
assessed contributions for the U. N. regular budget for legislative and policy reasons. The 162 million that the
United States has declined to pay to date accounts for about 51 percent of the U. S. arrears shown in table 5.
The United States has withheld an additional 100 million pending executive branch certification that the U. N.
regular budget for the 1998-99 biennium will not exceed 2. 533 billion, bringing the total currently withheld to
262 million. Department of State oGicials expect to be able to meet this certification requirement and pay this
100 million in 1999. As previously noted, our estimate of the shortfall assumes that the Department of State will
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