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. 9 The relationship is especially strong when it comes to trade, 6 billion in trade are exchanged between our
two countries. Coffee now is becoming a very big export, really destabilizing the coffee markets around the
world, but the United States must make human rights a central focus of our policy toward Vietnam. The
economic advances in Vietnam are reflected in the urban centers where civil economic and religious liberties
are increasing and we see in many instances things happening in the urban areas. That is where people go.
That is where foreigners visit. That is where things seem to be moving along. However, at the same time these
freedoms are not experienced in the countrys rural areas and the picture that is developing is increasingly one
that can be described as a tale of two Vietnams and we have throughout the world A Tale of Two Cities and the
tale of two countries, but we are seeing a tale of two Vietnams also, urban versus rural. Political freedom in
Vietnam, while it has opened somewhat in recent years, still needs a lot of work and this is another area the
United States should focus on. The National Assemblys step to-ward more independence are a welcome feature
of the political landscape and I think that the U. S. Administration and Congress needs to do more to provide
capacity building and support to fledg-ling democracies parliaments around the world. I think we...
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